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The power of a country's press increases according to
the proportionate difficulty in maintaining open news
channels with the outside world. The deliberate misuse
of the printed word by interested parties of every nation-
ality is the fundamental reason for the publication of
this book. The campaign of misinformation has been
under way for half a century or more. To quote Mr.
Cyrus Hamlin, "Among the Turks" (1878):
A great association has been formed in England
for the purpose of exposing all the faults of Turkey.
The testimony is mainly from travelers. It is not nec-
essary to emphasize the honesty or integrity of the
writers, or the purity of their motives. But it may be
permitted to inquire whether any government could
stand such an ordeal unharmed.
Suppose a great association should be formed in
the United States, and money freely poured into its
treasury, with the object of searching out all the atro-
cious murders and eases of poison in England. , . .
Or, suppose such an association in England should
expose all our Indian massacres, etc. Should we prob-
ably consider those who engage in such a work as
actuated by a peculiarly Christian spirit? There
would be some among us, doubtless, who would take
that view, but would it be the national view? Would
it work a grand reformation?
The Turks have not strongly presented their "case"
among English-speaking countries partly because few
Turks can either write or speak that language, more
largely, however, because of their innate pride which
has amounted to a feeling of superiority. The Arme-
nians have been possibly more successful than any
other peoples, due to their early contact with American
missionaries and to the periodical massacres which have
been the frequent subject of international investigation.
In recent years the case of the Greeks has been discussed
by the press in Greece and abroad, while the claims of

